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Wot Knot You Got?
Mophead’s Guide to Life
Selina Tusitala Marsh
9781869409548
In this self-help give-it-a-
go moppy-mayhem-filled 
workbook-that’s-all-about-
play, our buddy Mophead 

unravels the knots that keep us up at night.
Auckland University Press | PB | $29.99 

A Canoe Before the Wind
An immigrant son’s 
story of family, 
adversity and courage
Vitale Lafaele
9781775542360
An extraordinary memoir 
of an immigrant son’s story 
of a better future.

HarperCollins New Zealand | PB | $39.99 

Big Fat Brown Bitch
Tusiata Avia
9781776921294
The Big Fat Brown Bitch is 
coming for you. Tusiata Avia, 
author of Ockham-award-
winning The Savage Coloniser 
Book, returns with a brilliant and 

eviscerating work. These are poems of defiance, 
confrontation, consolation, satire, sorrow and fury.
Te Herenga Waka University Press | PB | $30 

Pacific Arts Aotearoa
Lana Lopesi
9781776950515
A stunningly designed and 
extensive book detailing the 
powerful and dynamic legacy 
of Pacific Arts in Aotearoa, as 
told by the artists themselves. 
Penguin Random House NZ | HB | $65

On Call
Stories from my life as 
a surgeon, a daughter 
and a mother
Ineke Meredith
9781775542377
An extraordinary memoir 
from inside the operating 
room about the heart it 

takes to survive, from a Samoan surgeon.
HarperCollins New Zealand | PB | $39.99 

Little Ruby and Friends
Ruby Tui, illustrated by 
Samoni Cavander
9781991006158
A gorgeous picture book about 
friends helping each other 
from the amazing Ruby Tui.
Allen & Unwin | PB | $22.99 

I am Pasifika 
Wellbeing Journal
Dahlia Malaeulu
9781738606115
The I am Pasifika Wellbeing 
Journal is designed to be a 
space for Pasifika to explore and 
record information to support 
cultural identity journeys.
Mila’s Books | PB | $30

Na Viro
Gina Cole
9781775506911
Expert navigator Tia must confront 
her biggest fear, travelling into deep 
space, in order to save her sister 

Leilani who is trapped in a cosmic whirlpool. 
HUIA | PB | $35 

Katūīvei
Contemporary Pasifika poetry 
from Aotearoa New Zealand
Edited by David Eggleton, Vaughan 
Rapatahana and Mere Taito
9781991016584

To write poetry in New Zealand as a Pacific 
migrant is an act of wayfinding, a creative 
process of discovery and negotiation 
between cultural spaces. This collection 
of 137 poems by 89 Aotearoa-based 
Pacific poets explores that navigation.
Massey University Press | HB | $39.99 | out 11 April

Dirt Poor Islanders
Winnie Dunn
9780733649264
A potent debut novel about the brutal 
fractures felt growing up between 
two cultures and the importance of 

understanding all the many pieces of yourself.
Hachette Aotearoa NZ | PB | $37.99 

Goddess Muscle 
Karlo Mila
9781775504009
Spanning work written over a decade, this 
collection of poems is both personal and 

political. Karlo Mila’s poems trace the effect of defining 
issues such as racism, poverty, and climate change.
HUIA | PB | $35 

Straight Up
Ruby Tui
9781991006141
An open, raw and honest account 
of Ruby Tui’s journey from troubled, 
unstable childhood to becoming 

the world’s best rugby sevens player.
Allen & Unwin | PB | $36.99 

vĀsifika
Our Autism Journeys
12 Pasifika authors (parents, 
grandparents, educators)
9780473651435
Pasifika families living with ASD 

(Autism Spectrum Disorder) share their journeys 
to promote Autism awareness and acceptance.
Mila’s Books | PB | $25

Tatau
Samoan Tattoo, New Zealand 
Art, Global Culture
Sean Mallon, Nicholas Thomas and 

Peter Brunt, photographs by Mark Adams
9781991150981
Long out-of-print, this revised and extended 
new edition, with its handsome large format 
and texts by distinguished scholars, makes 
a cultural treasure available once more.
Te Papa Press | HB | $75.00 

Lāuga
Understanding Samoan oratory
Sadat Muaiava
9780995138445
This accessible book explains 
the intricacies and key stages of 
lāuga or Samoan oratory, to share 

knowledge and uphold a vital practice.
Te Papa Press | HB | $45

An Indigenous Ocean
Pacific Essays
Damon Salesa
9781991033604
Histories of our Pacific world are richly 
rendered in this collection of award-

winning scholarship by Damon Salesa. An important 
book for all interested in our Pacific world.
Bridget Williams Books | HB | $49.99 

One of Them
Shaneel Lal
9781991006288
A stunning, heart-breaking yet defiant 
memoir by activist, model and social 
media sensation Shaneel Lal.

Allen & Unwin | PB | $36.99 

Vikings of the Sunrise
Te Rangi Hīroa (Sir Peter Buck)
9781990042492
Penned by one of the greatest Māori 
writers of his generation, this masterful 
study of Pacific Ocean settlement is 

reproduced in an enhanced facsimile edition. 
Oratia Books | PB | $49.99 
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These books are 
available from all 
good booksellers.

Sign up for regular 
news on Aotearoa 
New Zealand books 
at ketebooks.co.nz
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With thanks to HarperCollins 
New Zealand and Vitale Lafaele for 
cover art from A Canoe Before the Wind.

Trevor the Daring Duck
A true tale from Niue
Lynda Finn illustrated by 
Nikki Slade Robinson
9781775438076
Based on true events, this 

simple and heart-warming tale is about a 
plucky duck who gets blown from Aotearoa 
New Zealand all the way to Niue in the 
Pacific, which becomes his new home.
Scholastic New Zealand | PB | $21.99 

Pasifika Navigators
Pasifika Student 
Poetry Collection
52 Pasifika student authors 
from across Aotearoa
9780473651428
The world’s first Pasifika 
student poetry collection, 
amplifying the voices of Pasifika 

tamaiti through poetry. Highly Commended at 
the Storylines Notable Books Awards 2023.
Mila’s Books | PB | $30

Tama Pasifika 
Wellbeing Journal
Connect, Talanoa, Heal
Mani Malaeulu
9780473667450
The Tama Pasifika Wellbeing 
Journal is designed to help 
tama Pasifika connect, 

strengthen their talanoa skills and learn how 
to heal along their wellbeing journeys.
Mila’s Books | PB | $30

A New Dawn
Emeli Sione
9780473630287
Emeli Sione shares her 
dawn raid story while 
providing us with hope on 
our journeys of equality, 
justice and healing as Pasifika 

in New Zealand. New Zealand Book Awards 
for Children and Young Adults Finalist.
Mila’s Books | PB | $30

Teine Pasifika 
Wellbeing Journal
Seen, Heard, Valued
Dahlia Malaeulu
9781738606108
The Teine Pasifika Wellbeing 
Journal is designed to help 
teine Pasifika feel seen, 

heard and valued through engaging and 
interactive wellbeing activities and tasks.
Mila’s Books | PB | $30

I am Lupe
Sela Ahosivi-Atiola, illustrated 
by Yani Agustina 
9780734422552
Lupe is a daughter. She is a 
friend. She is smart. She is 
fearless. She is funny.  A warm-
hearted story that inspires 

little readers to embrace who they are.
Hachette Aotearoa NZ | PB | $21.99 

Tongan Heroes
David Riley, illustrated 
by Michel Mulipola
9780473352448
These inspirational stories 
of achievers who have 

Tongan ancestry include legends like Muni and 
Kavaoanu; historical figures such as Queen 
Salote Tupou III and Professor Futa Helu; and 
contemporary heroes like Manu Vatuvei, Jonah 
Lomu, The Jets, and Dr Konai Helu Thaman. 
Reading Warrior | PB | $29.99

Samoan Heroes
David Riley, illustrated 
by Michel Mulipola
9780473315047
This award-winning book tells 
inspirational stories of achievers 

who have Samoan ancestry. Included are legends 
like Sina and Tigilau; historical figures such as 
Tupua Tamasese Lealofi III and Salamāsina; and 
contemporary heroes like Dwayne ‘The Rock’ 
Johnson and Associate Professor Donna Addis. 
Reading Warrior | PB | $29.99 

FOR YOUNGER READERS

Those Magnificent 
Voyagers of the Pacific
Andrew Crowe, illustrated 
by Rick Fisher
9781776890385

5000 years ago, the ancestors of Polynesian 
peoples discovered ways to ‘see’ over the 
horizon to find and settle new islands. It was 
not until almost every habitable island across 
the Pacific Ocean was settled that others 
would gain the skills to head far from shore.
Bateman Books | HB | $34.99 

Mila’s My Pasifika Series 
Tongan, Niuean, Tokelauan translated versions of the top selling Mila’s My Gagana Series 1. 

‘Ofa, Moka and Hui love to share with everyone! These books teach readers the days of the week in 
Tongan, Niuean and Tokelauan, while showing us how to share with others. 
Mila’s Books | PB |  $25 each

Paea, Mele and Tealo enjoy playing games with their friends. These books engage readers 
in a fun game of ‘I spy’ while teaching colours in Tongan, Niuean and Tokelauan.
Mila’s Books | PB | $25 each

Tevita, Tule and Pene have made a mess and their rooms needy tidying up. They take readers 
on a tidying up mission while teaching us how to count in Tongan, Niuean and Tokelauan.
Mila’s Books | PB | $25 each

Niuean language editions
Dahlia Malaeulu with 
Inangaro Vakaafi

Moka Shares
Foaki e Moka 
9781738606160
Mele Spies
Kitia e Mele 
9781738606177
Tule’s Room
Ko e Pokomohe ha Tule
9781738606153

Tokelauan language editions
Dahlia Malaeulu with Sale 
& Selina Alefosio

Hui Shares
Ko Hui e fakahoa  
9781738606191
Tealo Spies
Na mea na kitea e Tealo 
9781738606009
Pene’s Room
Te Potu o Pene
9781738606184

Tongan language editions
Dahlia Malaeulu with Mele Tonga-
Grant

‘Ofa Shares | Ko e loto 
fevahevahe‘aki ‘a ‘Ofa
9781738606139
Paea Spies
‘Oku sio ‘a Paea
9781738606146
Tevita’s Room
Loki ʻo Tevita
9781738606122
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